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From the Vicarage

Dear Friends,
Happy New Year! I trust that the year of
2011 will prove to be a good time for you.
Perhaps it will be slightly warmer for the
rest of the winter than the last month of
2010 has been. As I write it is with a
litany of cancelled events to look back on;
the Band Concert, the Christmas Market,
a number of services in various places.
But that is all in the past, and each New
Year we have hopes for things that might
be better, and maybe resolutions that we
are going to try and keep.

grow together in our understanding of the
truths God has given us in the Bible. In
the year when we shall be celebrating the
400th Anniversary of the Authorised
Version of the Bible, it seems appropriate
to spend some time together learning
more about what the book says to us. I
hope that you will come to the first of
these evenings, at Longnor on the 9th at
6.30pm, to join this new venture.
A few days ago, someone sent me, via
email, a clip from „Youtube‟. ( I have to
say that my understanding and experience
of that, and Twitter, and Facebook, is
very limited!) This clip showed a small
choir sitting in a shopping mall coffee
area suddenly breaking into the Hallelujah
Chorus from Handel‟s Messiah! It was
very well sung, and most people seemed to
be amused and enjoying the unexpected
event, though I am sure some people
would have been grumbling at having their
coffee break interrupted. It made me
think of a phrase in a carol that I used at
Reapsmoor just before Christmas: “God
surprises earth with heaven,
coming here on Christmas Day.‟

For us, this is the start of our second
year in the benefice, and I trust that we
shall be able to continue to develop good
relationships in each of the communities
that we serve. I have no grand plans for
change to share with you, but we are
going to begin holding a different style of
service on a second Sunday of the month,
an idea discussed with the various church
councils during the last year. What is
being proposed is that we will meet at
Longnor at 6.30pm on these Sundays and
spend some time doing some bible study,
before ending the evening with a short
act of worship.

As we look back to Christmas, we continue
to thank God for his surprising love and
believe that he can continue to surprise
us with new experiences of his grace and
kindness to us. I hope that for each one
of you, 2011 may be a year in which, in
some way, God surprises you with a new
awareness of his love, a deeper joy in
following him, a renewed delight in
worshipping him, or in some other special
way for you.

I appreciate that for some people this
might seem like a rather daunting idea,
and can I stress that we will make it as
gentle and straight-forward as we can.
Our traditional model of a church service,
which is heavily dependent on the
leadership of the Vicar, very rarely gives
an opportunity for others to contribute
their insights and ideas, and some people
may be hesitant about the idea of talking
about their faith, but these Sunday
evenings will be a chance, in a relaxed
way, to share together, and, I trust, to

With best wishes to you all,

James Forrester
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Benefice News
Electoral Roll

Local Police Number
0300 123 44 55
For all non-emergency calls

As we cannot find the up to date electoral
rolls for either Longnor or Sheen parishes,
it seems a good idea to start again.

Paid box adverts at £2/month
(£20/year) to be in all editions of the
Parish Magazine.
Advertisements welcome.

So, if you live in the parish or worship
regularly in one of the churches, even if you
do not live in that parish, you are entitled
to be on the roll. Being on the roll declares
your commitment to the church and entitles
you to speak and vote at the annual meeting
which has to take place in March or April.

Used Postage Stamps
Thank you to all the people who
leave stamps in our churches.
Please try to leave a narrow
strip round each stamp. The last two sacks
of stamps were sent to the Leprosy Mission
– another sack is filling up quickly.

I have agreed to act as electoral roll
coordinator for all the parishes so I would
be grateful if you could contact me in
January or February so that I can get a
form to you and for you to return it in time
to draw up the list before the meetings.
We are supposed to display the lists in the
church for 3 weeks prior to the meeting.

Exploring the Bible

This year is the 400th anniversary of the
translation of the King James version of
the Bible.
Whether by coincidence or
design, Scripture Union are republishing a
book of 100 readings which they call the
“Essential 100”

Marion Forrester
01298 83742

Teddies for Tragedies

We do not need to use the book, but I
wondered whether anyone is interested in
exploring these passages in a group. This is
for anyone who is interested whether or
not you come to church regularly,
occasionally or not at all.

Thank you to all the people who responded
to the appeal for teddy bags. All the
teddies have now gone on their way to give
comfort to sick or frightened children.
.
As the cold weather threatens, making
teddies and their bags may be a project for
more people in our Benefice. The scheme is
on-going.

I am hoping to start about the 3rd week in
January, so if you are interested please
contact me as soon as possible so that we
can try to find a time that suits everyone.

Dates for your diary: January

Marion Forrester
01298 83742

19th W.I. Strictly Social - Longnor
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Longnor

Mobile Library
Quarnford
/Flash

Springhead Road
Junction

Flash School
Travellers Rest
Lower Summerhill
Colshaw Lane End
Hollinsclough Chapel
Longnor
The Square
Old Saw Mill
Barrowmoor Badgers Croft
Reapsmoor Swallow Moss
Park House

10.25 - 10.35

St. Bartholomew’s Church News

10.45 - 11.05
11.10 - 11.20
11.25 - 11.30
11.35 - 11.40
11.55 - 12.10
1.20 - 1.50
1.55 - 2.00
2.10 - 2.20
2.40 - 2.45
2.50 - 2.55

Organ Restoration
We are very grateful to have received a
donation of £1,000 from the Manifold
Charitable Trust towards the cost of the
recent work on the organ at St.
Bartholomew‟s. Following the special service
on the 28th November that marked the
completion of the project, we also received
further donations from members of the
Etches family in memory of the late

Friday 21st January
Sheen

Dovefield

Legacy
The church recently received a legacy of
£5,000 from the estate of the late Ann
Hedley. We are very grateful that Mrs.
Hedley chose to remember the church in
such a generous way. This was not given for
a specific project or purpose, but the PCC
will discuss if there is some appropriate
way in which the legacy might be used.

12.35 - 12.45

Cross
1.55 - 2.05
Cottage
Ball Ridge
2.10 - 2.20
Farm
Woolaway 2.25 - 2.40

Monday (3rd January Bank Holiday - no service)
24th January

HARTINGTON SURGERY
VOLUNTEER DELIVERY DRIVERS

Donations
We are grateful to have received donations
for the church from Connie Gould, and from
Barbara Mellor, in memory of Phyllis Gould

If you have any free time on Wednesdays
and would like to join our team of volunteer
delivery drivers please contact Julie Coles at
Hartington Surgery on 01298 84315.

News from St Bartholomew’s
School …

This small group of volunteers operates a
rota system to deliver medication to many
vulnerable and housebound patients who
may otherwise have difficulty in obtaining
their medication.

The outcome of our Ofsted Inspection was
Good with some Outstanding elements.
Ofsted said “St.Bartholomew‟s is a Good
School. It provides outstanding care,
guidance and support. Parents and Carers
greatly value the excellent partnerships the
school as with them, which support the
children‟s learning so well.” The full report
is on our school website.
We have also had our church school
inspection, the outcome of which is Good
with some outstanding elements.

New volunteers always welcome.

Deadline for the Magazine

All material should be delivered to Lynda by 20th
January for the February edition. Please send to
Mrs.
L.
Bricklebank,
Cottage
of
Content,
Hollinsclough, Buxton, SK17 0RG Telephone 01298
83541
or email lynda@coatestown.freeserve.co.uk
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Our Community Let‟s Get Cooking event was
enjoyed by children and parents alike. The
younger children helped with the chopping
of the fruit and putting on to the skewers,
while being closely supervised by the adults.
The older children cooked the chilli and
rice. We also played games with the
younger children while the chilli cooked.

afternoon) Christmas lunch and Carol
service and then the most exciting of all
Christmas Party with entertainer and a visit
from Father Christmas. At the end of the
week everyone was tired out, but a good
time had been had by all. We hope all the
children come back to school rested and
ready for a New Year and New Term at
school.

Staff, children and Parents raised a total
of £42.35 for Children in Need by coming
to school dressed in spotty clothes and
donating at least a pound for the privilege
and by selling spotty cakes made by our
cook
Miss Vickie. We have since had an outbreak
of Chickenpox in school and it looked as if
we were still trying to raise money for
Children in Need.

HAPPY NEW YEAR TO EVERYONE FROM
ALL AT ST.BARTHOLOMEWS SCHOOL,
LONGNOR

Christmas Market Report
As you will all know by now we were unable
to hold Longnor‟s big market event in the
village square due to the snow. This was
very disappointing for all the committee
who have worked so hard throughout the
year to organise it. However we did hold a
much smaller version in the school thanks to
the generous offer of the use of the
building by Sue Evans.
Several local stallholders attended and we
had a most beautiful array of Christmas
goods and fare which were very well
received.
For entertainment the schoolchildren did a
lovely short version of the Nativity
accompanied by James Forrester on the
piano and guitar. The Wicked Soles and
Strings performed a wonderful set of music
and dance which had everyone toe tapping
and clapping.
Santa‟s grotto was a great success (even
though the number of children visiting the
market was somewhat depleted by an
outbreak of chicken pox.)
The organising committee would like to
thank all the people who volunteered to help
on the day, the stallholders and
entertainers for their valuable support and
everyone who donated goods for the
tombola stall and raffle prizes.

The Chemical Magical Show at Leek High
School with Flash children was enjoyed by
all. There were lots of bangs, flashes of
light and fire.
We took part in the Longnor Christmas
market (in the school due to the weather)
and the children did a Nativity Play and we
raised £264.98 for school funds from our
home made soup and rolls and sweet stall.
Our Christmas Play which was “A Christmas
Carol” our adaptation of Dickens‟ classic
story was very successful with children,
staff and parents all enjoying it. Our
Christmas Coffee morning had to be
cancelled due to the bad weather, but we
rescheduled it for Wednesday 15th
December in the afternoon and it was well
supported.
The last week of term before Christmas
the children were very excited about the
Play, visit to Buxton Opera House to see
Aladdin, Coffee morning, (which was in the
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Longnor & District
Pre-School Playgroup
High quality care and education for 2-5 yearolds Ofsted rated: GOOD

Once again a big thank you to Sue Evans for
allowing us to commandeer her school.
For those of you who are wondering, the
larger Longnor Market with all of the
advertised attractions will still be held,
probably during Wakes Week in September
2011 (in order to avoid any snow!) We will
advertise the date as soon as it is
confirmed.
The lottery grant we received can still be
held over to next year to pay for the
market in September. We were able to use
the money from our fundraising to pay for
the smaller one in the school.

Opening times: Mon, Tues, Wed, term time
9.15am–12.15, 12.45-3.15pm
Lunch Club 12.15-12.45
· A small, friendly group based in the
· Surestart room at St Bartholomew's School, Longnor,
offering a wide range of exciting experiences for
your child in safe, secure surroundings.
· As well as a secure outdoor play area within the school
grounds, we regularly use the adjacent brilliant new
outdoor Breathing Place at St Bartholomew’s School,
and of course Longnor Village Playground
· New! All-organic snack-times!

tel: 01298 83233 (ask for Heather)
info@ playgroup.st-bartholomews-longnor.org.uk
www.playgroup.st-bartholomews-longnor.org.uk
Reg. Charity: 1044161 Ofsted: 218187

So far we have had very positive comments
about the market and much encouragement
to continue our efforts in future to make
this a fun annual event for everyone in the
local area and an attraction for those from
further afield.
Although the September event will be
funded by our awarded lottery money,
subsequent markets will not, so the
committee will be organising fundraising
events throughout the year. We look
forward to your support.

Longnor Parish Council
Best Kept Village Competition Well Done!

The Parish Council has now received
detailed feedback from the competition
judges . Their overall comment was 'Well
done for achieving Highly Commended in the
Small Village category. With a little more
attention to detail in certain areas, Longnor
could well be challenging for top honours in
2011'.

Christmas Lights Competition
Members of the organising committee walked
round the village on the evening of Friday
10th and were impressed with people‟s
efforts to make their houses look festive.
The winners of the trophy and first prize for
the lights competition were Roy
& Janet Braddock.
Runners up were Elaine & Brian
at The Hillock.
Prizes were kindly donated by
Tony Allen & Ford & Kidd Truck Bodies.
We will of course continue to run this
competition every Christmas.

Judges were particularly pleased with
areas such as private gardens, the market
square and overall attractiveness of the
village. However, an area of concern
commented on more than once, was dog
fouling - despite bins and notices this
remains a problem. The Environmental
Health enforcement officer will be making
spot checks and has reminded us that not
picking up is actually a criminal offence, so
offenders will receive a fixed penalty.
Other issues in the judges report are
smaller and relate to litter and weeds in a

The organising committee for Longnor Market
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few parts of the village. Chris Stevenson
will be arranging a meeting in the New Year
to discuss the 2011 entry, these will be
publicised but please also contact him
(07870 423252) if you would like to be
involved. If you would like further
information or to see a full copy of the
judges' comments, please contact the Clerk
on 01298 84624 or janetnash@gmail.com.

Staffordshire
County
winter communications.

Cheshire Cheese. We have had great fun
making and doing things over the last few
months and look forward to an equally busy
2011. At this January meeting we want to
emphasise the FRIENDSHIP aspect of the
WI, so we invite members and visitors to
join us for a strictly social get together
with a quiz. Please bring something to eat,
quiche, bread rolls, cheese, chutney,
sandwiches, cake etc. to share.

Council

Quarnford

During the recent bad weather the County
Council's highways team has been busy, its
priorities are to protect the vulnerable and
to keep the highway network open. The
team is issuing regular updates on road
conditions and the Council's frost, ice and
snow action programme. This information is
live
each
afternoon
on
www.staffordshire.gov.uk. All the gritting
routes
and
general
safer
driving
information can also be found on the
website, but if you prefer a hard copy ring
0300 111 8000. There are also daily
Twitter feeds, again found via the website.

St. Paul’s Church News
Netta Macfarlane
On Monday 20th December, a
service of thanksgiving and
celebration was held at St.
Paul‟s following Netta‟s death
on the 7th. Many will
remember Netta‟s involvement in the life of
the community after she and Iain had
moved from Cheshire to Axe Edge Green
Farm. Following the road accident 14 years
ago that left her confined to a wheelchair,
she continued to be part of the community
as much as she could, and many friends
gathered at the service to recall her life
and give thanks for her personality,
friendliness and her courage. We extend
our sympathy to Iain, and to her daughters,
Fiona and Karen and their families in this
time of bereavement.

Longnor Area Women’s Institute
– Strictly Social for January
19th 2011 at 7.00 p.m.

The floor of the school hall at Longnor was
covered in an amazing array of greenery at
the start of the monthly meeting on 17th
November. Members and visitors had
pruned hard in their gardens and went on to
produce some very professional looking
Christmas door and table decorations with
the help of an expert florist Gill. Homemade cakes, preserves and crafts sold like
hot … cakes at the Longnor Christmas
market. A very encouraging result after all
of the effort of the last few months!
„Getting to know you‟ will be the theme of
the next meeting on 19th January at the

We also thank the family for their generous
donation in memory of Netta.

Donation

We acknowledge with many thanks, a
donation in memory of Harry & Joyce
Gibson.
Sadly the weather forced the cancellation
of our Christmas Fair on 4th December.
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This means that we have a large quantity of
our beautiful cards still for sale. The inside
of the card is blank so it has many uses. If
you would like a packet, please ask Val or
Janet. (£3.50 for 10 cards)

be the first to be lit. We feel very
privileged and will look forward to this
event.
The Christmas fair was held after the
Christingle Church service and was a
resounding success. We enjoyed wonderful
refreshments including the best cream
cakes ever and wonderful hot soup. It was
an especially happy afternoon with many
people struggling out through the snow to
share the joy of Christmas . Many thanks to
one and all.
I would also like to thank everyone who has
supported our school through this period of
uncertainty regarding our future. My
personal thanks must go to Mrs. Gill Heath
who has campaigned tirelessly on our
behalf. We await news of our future in the
New Year.
May the children of Flash wish you a Happy
New Year.

Parish magazine subscriptions were due at
the end of December. Money to be given to
Val Battram please.

Quarnford Quest
Winners for December:1st G. Finney
2nd J. Barton
3rd A. Carrington
Thank you to all our Quest members.
We would like to increase our membership
on 2011-01-01, if possible. For information
on joining the scheme, or re-newing
membership, please contact Janet McNicol
01298 812053.

Sheen

News from Flash School.

December has been an exciting month for
us all. The children enjoyed the pantomime
in Buxton deciding that it was best
production they had see for many years.
We especially enjoyed the afternoon
because our children shared the experience
with the children from Longnor school.
We also had a trip on the Churnet Valley
Railway and encountered a strange
Victorian gentleman dressed in red. The
café staff made us most welcome preparing
a hot lunch.
Our production of Snow White and the
Flash Dwarfs was a great success. The
children were magnificent , so confident
and happy. The evening was supported by a
large audience.
The big news at the moment is our
invitation by the Queen‟s Pageant Master to
light a beacon for her majesty‟s Diamond
Jubilee in 2012. The children‟s beacon will

DECEMBER’S
ONE
HUNDRED CLUB
RESULTS
1st No 55
Mary Stubbs
£20
nd
2 No 33
Hilda Shann
£15
rd
3 No 52
Keith Warmby
£10
th
4 No 27
Susan Shann
£7
th
5 No 49
Richard Austin
£6
th
6 No 67
Doreen Bassett
£4
Thank you, to all 124 Members
DEATHS – sadly on the 1st December 2010
Nick Hall passed away his funeral took place
on 15th December at St Luke‟s Church. Our
thoughts are with Pat, Martin, Darren and
Charlotte at this time.
PCC MEETING – 11th January 2011
SHEEN PCC would like to wish everybody a
Happy New Year,
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CHRISTMAS WHIST DRIVE – Thank you
to everybody who braved
the cold to come to the
Christmas Whist Drive we
made £154.50 profit for
St. Luke‟s. Thanks to
everybody who donates prizes and the
refreshments on a regular basis.

School Clough, Newtown).Words cannot
express our gratitude ,at a very difficult
time for our Church Funds.
We gratefully express our thanks for
Christmas donations from: Roger, Mrs
Joyce Mellor, Lena & family, Margaret &
Robert Frost, Miriam, Peter Kirkham &
family and Norma & David.
Thank you everyone who assisted in any way
at Longnor Christmas Market, especially
Margaret Massey ,who organised this
excellent event which raised £180 for
Church funds.
Reapsmoor Church held their annual carol
service on the 18th of December. Thank you
everyone who supported the event with
such generosity. It was good to see Anne
with us again, after her long and distressing
illness. We wish her better health for 2011.

1st WHIST DRIVE OF THE NEW YEAR –
will be on Friday 21st January 2011 at 8pm in
Sheen Village hall.
AEROBICS CLASS – Thursday 6th January
2011 at 7pm in Sheen Village Hall. All you
need is loose fitting clothing, trainers,
bottle of water and a sense of humour. Your
first class is free there after it is £3 per
session. If the snow should fall please call
Pam on 01298 84809 to confirm that the
class is still on thank you as Wendy travels
from Ipstones to take the class.

Hollinsclough
Action Group
Next meeting Monday, January 10th at 7.30
pm in the Chapel Hall.

POST OFFICE OPENINGS IN SHEEN –
Monday mornings 9am to 1pm in Sheen
Village Hall.

Warslow
Pre School
Open from 9 a.m. until 1 p.m. Monday to
Friday.
Admission from 2 years old with funded
places for 3 year olds.
Ofsted registered : 218188.
Planned activities based on Early Years
Foundation.
All activities based in the safety of the
Manifold Primary School site.
Please contact us to arrange a visit or to
register your child to secure a place for
future years.
Contact the Pre School Leader Sarah
Broadley on 01298 84320 at Manifold
Primary School.

Newtown

We should like to thank the family of the
late Mrs Hedley for her very generous
legacy to St Paul‟s Church, it is very much
appreciated. Thanks also to Margret & Bob
Frost for their donations and also further
anonymous one.
Thanks to Jason & Helen Kidd for the gift
of a Christmas tree which they gave us to
us to decorate the church for our
Christmas celebrations.

Reapsmoor
St John's, Reapsmoor wish to acknowledge
a very generous legacy, left to our Church
by the late Mrs Ann Hedley(formerly of
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Mobile: 07870948880
Home:0129878985

NICK LUCKING
PROFESSIONAL PAINTER
&
DECORATOR
LOCAL MAN
FROM SHEEN
Telephone 01298 84638
Mobile 07969 828376

Joiner and Property Repairer

Richard Fletcher

‘CURTAINS UP’

Handyman Services

Custom made blinds and curtains.
Full measurement and making service.
Curtain alterations also undertaken.
Friendly and local at competitive prices
including collection and delivery.

Building & Roofing
Guttering & Pointing
Patio's & Fencing
Wall and Floor Tiling, Painting &
Decorating
Plumbing
Joinery
Bathrooms & Kitchens Fitted
All types of Emergency Work

Claire Hardwick
Based in Oakamoor

Friendly, Reliable & Professional Service

Contact: Darren Barlow, Warslow
01298 84820 or 07973 468177

01538 702201
Mob: 07979 942050
Email: cdhw25@gmail.com
Oakley Builders
Building and joinery

Making a house a home
Other services include
Plastering,
Tiling,
Kitchens,
Bathrooms,
Roofing pitched and flat.
Phone: 01298 84954
Mobile: 07964404182
E-mail: oakleybuilders74@yahoo.co.uk
SK17 0ES

Holiday Cottage in Quarnford
Sleeps 4-5
Contact Karen: 01298 78849
For details and availability
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Stables & Grazing
Manor Farm, Gradbach, Quarnford
Full, Part or DIY livery
All year turnout, excellent
location for hacking,
lots of bridle paths, farmland and
quiet lanes. Use of ménage.
Call Louise Tunnicliffe on
01260 227375
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Morning Prayer
11.30am

Newtown

Reapsmoor

Sheen

Holy Communion
9.30am

Mrs Isabel
Sinclair
2.30pm

Mr Ian
Stubbs
2.30pm

Miss Ruth
Hayter 2.30pm

At Earl
Sterndale

Hollinsclough
Chapel

Benefice
Service
10.30am

Holy
Communion
9.30am

Rev Colin Smith
2.30pm

Holy Communion
6.30pm

Morning Service
10.00am

Evening Service
6.30pm

Evening Service
4.30pm

Morning Prayer
10.00am

Services in the Benefice for January 2011

Sunday 2nd
Christingle
Service
6.30pm
Holy Communion
11.00am

Quarnford

Sunday 9th
Bible Study &
Informal
Worship
6.30pm

Longnor

Sunday 16th

Evening Service
4.00pm

Morning Service
11.30am

Evening Service
4.00pm

Morning
Service
11.00am

Holy Communion
6.30pm

All –Age
Worship
11.00am

Sunday 23rd

Sunday 30th

Sunday, 6th
February

Newtown – Short morning service 9.45 am each Thursday

Gradbach
Chapel
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